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General Education Requirements Guide 
 
General Education 
The University of Baltimore is committed to the ideals of general education. Requirements for general education are prescribed by 
the Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR). Students entering Maryland public institutions must complete no fewer than 40 and no 
more than 46 credits in general education courses to earn a bachelor’s degree. 

The University of Baltimore outlines 34 credits of lower-division general education requirements that meet the Maryland General 
Education and Transfer Policies regulations. Those admitted to UB as freshmen will usually complete these credits within their first 
two years of study. Since associate degree programs at community colleges include many of these requirements and since most 
four-year colleges and universities require these courses at the lower level, students who transfer to the University of Baltimore 
usually have completed many of these general education credits prior to enrollment. However, all of these requirements can be met 
through courses taken at the University of Baltimore. 
 
Lower-Level General Education 
The following lower-level general education requirements apply to students admitted for the 1996 fall semester and thereafter.  

Prospective transfer students should consult a transfer counselor and/or a counselor in the UB Offices of Admission for additional 
information. Any general education course transferred into the University of Baltimore must have been completed with a grade of C- 
or better. However, if another Maryland public institution accepted a D/D+ as satisfactory for fulfillment of a general education 
course, then UB will accept that requirement as fulfilled. 
 
Lower-Level General Education Requirements (34 credits) 
General education supports the Undergraduate Learning Goals of the University of Baltimore. It encourages active learning, critical 
thinking and independent investigation and helps students assume responsibility for their own intellectual development. Lower-level 
general education requirements are designed to provide a broad exposure to topics and disciplines that expand understanding of 
self. General education places this understanding in a context of history, culture and current thinking. It directs this understanding 
outward to engagement in the communities in which students live and work, from the local to the global.  

General education requirements are distributed in the categories that follow. Various UB courses that can be used to fulfill the 
requirements are indicated below; additional courses may be added over time. All lower-level general education courses must be 
completed with a grade of C- or better. 
 
English Composition Requirement (3 credits) WRIT 
One course (prerequisite: adequate score on placement test or successful completion of designated developmental writing course) 
 
WRIT 101 College Composition (3) 
WRIT 101 College Composition (3) with DVRW 95 College Reading and Writing II (2 institutional credits) 
 
Mathematics Requirement (3 credits) MATH 
One course (prerequisite for MATH 111: adequate score on placement test or successful completion of MATH 115 or OPRE 201 for 
their equivalent or successful completion of DVMA 95: Intermediate Algebra; prerequisite for MATH 115: adequate score on 
placement test or successful completion of MATH 111 or its equivalent or successful completion of DVMA 95: Intermediate Algebra; 
prerequisite for OPRE 201: adequate score on placement test or successful completion of DVMA 95: Intermediate Algebra) 
 
MATH 111 College Algebra (3) 
MATH 115 Introductory Statistics (3) 
OPRE 201 Introduction to Business Statistics (3) 
 
Arts and Humanities Requirements (12 credits) 
Students must complete one course in each area below. 
 
Literature (3): One course in world, English or American literature, or any acceptable course in the literature (not grammar) of a 
foreign language ENGL 
 
ENGL 200 The Experience of Literature (3) 
ENGL 250 Origins: In Search of Self (3) 
ENGL 297 Topics in English (3) 
ENGL 351 Ancient Myth: Paradigms & Transformations (3) 
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Oral Communication (3): CMAT 
 
CMAT 201 Communicating Effectively (3) 
CMAT 296 Topics in Speech Communication (3) 
CMAT 303 Oral Communications in Business (3) 
 
History or Philosophy (3): One history or philosophy course; certain religion courses will also satisfy this requirement HIPL 
 
HIST 101  World History to 1500 (3) 
HIST 102  World History Since 1500 (3) 
HIST 111  Early America (3) 
HIST 112  Modern America (3) 
HIST 121  World History of Art to 1500 (3) 
HIST 122  World History of Art from 1500 (3) 
HIST 197  Conflicts in History (3) 
HIST 240  Everyday Lives (3) 
HIST 290  Great Issues in History (3) 
HIST 314  Europe 1914-1945 (3) 
HIST 315  Europe Since 1945 (3) 
HIST 470  Modern China (3) 
PHIL 101  Introduction to Philosophy (3) 
PHIL 140  Contemporary Moral Issues (3) 
PHIL 150  Critical Thinking and Arguments (3) 
PHIL 280  Environmental Ethics (3) 
 
Fine Arts (3 credits): One course, not a studio course, in the fine arts ART 
 
ARTS 101 Music and Arts as Craft (3) 
ARTS 121 World Music (3) 
ARTS 201 The Arts in Society (3) 
ARTS 297 Topics in the Arts I 
CMAT 130 Baltimore in the Media (3) 
CMAT 215 Introduction to Design (3) 
CMAT 216 Designing With Type (3) 
CMAT 231 Decoding Media (3) 
CMAT 271 Interpreting Pop Culture (3) 
IDIS 304  Arts and Ideas (3) [may fulfill either lower or upper division general education requirement] 
 
Social and Behavioral Sciences Requirements (6 credits) SOSC 
Students must complete one course from each of two different disciplines. 
 
ANTH 110 Cultural Anthropology (3) 
ANTH 115 Human Anthropology (3) 
CNCM 101 American Conflict Since 1890 (3) 
CNCM 102 Global Conflict (3) 
CRJU 200 Criminal Justice (3) 
CSCE 100 Urban Solutions (3) 
CSCE 200 Understanding Community (3) 
ECON 100 Economics of Contemporary Issues (3) 
ECON 200 The Economic Way of Thinking (3) 
ENTR 101 Imagination, Creativity & Entrepreneurship (3) 
GVPP 201 American Government (3) 
GVPP 210 Global Politics (3) 
GVPP 284 Politics in Comparative Perspective (3) 
MGMT 101 Business in a Changing World (3) 
PSYC 100 Introduction to Psychology (3) 
SOCI 100 Introduction to Sociology (3) 
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Biological and Physical Sciences Requirements (7 credits) GSCI 
Students must complete two courses; one of the two must be a laboratory course. 
 
Nonlaboratory courses 
BIOL 101 Humankind and the Biological World (3) 
CHEM 101 Chemistry and the Modern World (3) 
ENVS 201 Human Ecology (3) 
PHSC 101 Earth in Focus (3) 
 
Laboratory courses 
BIOL 111 Human Biology (4)  
BIOL 121 Fundamentals of Biology (4) 
ENVS 221 Science of the Environment (4) 
 
Interdisciplinary and Emerging Issues Requirement (3 credits) COSC 
Students must complete a course in computer literacy.  Business Administration, MIS, and Real Estate majors may satisfy this 
requirement with a course required at the upper level. 
 
COSC 100 Introduction to Computer Technologies (3) 
INSS 100  Computer Information Systems (3) 
INSS 300  Management Information Systems (3) 
 

This requirement may be met by a sufficient test score on the waiver exam (see Academic Resource Center), but students may be 
required to successfully complete an additional general education course to meet state requirements. 

Full-time students who for some reason cannot complete a general education requirement at UB may take lower-level general 
education course(s) through inter-institutional registration at another University System of Maryland college or university. 
 
Graduation Requirement 
In addition to the general education requirements outlined in this section of the catalog, students are expected to develop 
information literacy throughout their four years of education. The ways in which this requirement may be met are specified by each 
academic program. 

Undergraduate students always meet this requirement if they have successfully completed IDIS 110: Introduction to Information 
Literacy (3). 

Students who have not successfully completed this course should discuss how to meet the requirement with their program 
director or adviser. 
 

Upper-Level General Education 
The upper-level core curriculum builds on lower-level general education requirements and seeks to develop habits of and tastes for 
independent thinking. The general education program, which cuts across disciplinary lines, asks students to confront both the 
complexity of knowing and the tentativeness of our knowledge. It also facilitates the ability of students to exercise control over their 
lives through thoughtful response to their political, cultural and natural environments. 
 
Upper-Level General Education Requirements (6 or 9 credits)  
All undergraduates must complete 6 credits of required courses in the upper-division core with a grade of C (2.0) or better 
(prerequisite for WRIT 300: adequate score on upper division writing placement test or successful completion of WRIT 200 
Practicum in Writing). 
 
IDIS 302  Ethical Issues in Business and Society (3) 
WRIT 300  Advanced Expository Writing (3) 
 
In addition, students in Yale Gordon College of Liberal Arts programs must also complete one of the following with a grade of C (2.0) 
or better: 
 
IDIS 301  World Cultures (3) 
IDIS 304  Arts and Ideas (3) 
 
Students who have not fulfilled the lower-level general education requirement in fine arts may meet both requirements by 
successfully completing IDIS 304: Arts and Ideas. It is only in extraordinary circumstances that another course may be substituted for 
one of the upper-level general education requirements. 


